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of the phrase suggests. There were patterns of cloth made of such thin texture
as could be easily blo\vn away by the breath.1 Perhaps the reference is to the
famous Indian muslin. In summer people generally put on clothes2 suitable
for the scorching heat of the Indian sun. Then there were apparels made
by weaving gems3 in their texture to keep the body cool by soothing the heat
in summers. In winter naturally the heavy attire4 made of wool5 or silk-wool
was a great favourite. We have even an allusion to the distinctive attires of
night and day.6 There is no wonder if the luxury-loving Indian of the time
did not like to spoil his costly robe of the day by using it at night while
in bed. It would be better to deal separately with dress with reference to arti-
cles put on by men and women.

Wedding Dress

It appears that different wedding dresses prevailed in different countries
within India. In the Mdlavikagrimitra the Parivrajika is requested to display
on Malavika's person the wedding dress which prevailed in the Vidarbha coun-
try.7 Consequently the bride appeared in her "marital costume'8 clothed in a
silk garment, not much hanging down and putting on beautiful ornaments.9
The ordinary wedding dress seems to have been a pair of silk robes in which were
woven forms of swans, serving for the upper and lower garments of the bride
and the bridegroom.

Dress of Men and \Yromen

The articles of dress put on by man were generally three in number. His
head he covered with a turban,10 vestana,vod. then he wore two pieces of cloth11
(dukfdayugma?rt)y namely, the uttariydP and the lower garment. Vestana was a
headgear encircling the head and binding the hair locks of men13 and boys.14
Utterly a was an upper scarf covering the shoulders. People favoured by for-
tune used scarfs made by weaving gems into their texture15 (ratnodgrathitottarJyam\
evidently used in summers. The dress of a scarf and dhoti or loin-cloth may
be witnessed on the beautifully carved bas-reliefs and other images carved in
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